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ABSTRACT:  

          Albania forms part of the Dinaric -Albanic -Helenic arc of the Alpine orogeny. The Albanides are characterized from a complex 

geological model, where the main characteristic is the westward thrusting. The tectonic zones are overthrusted with a horizontal 

displacement about tens kilometers. The large scale of thrusting, approaching of the belts and covering of the other adjacent 

western structures are the joint arguments  for the presence of new hydrocarbon prospects. 

          The mountain front and the foreland fold belt of the Albanides comprise all the main elements of thrust system worldwide, 

including drag folds on thrust faults, backthrusting, passive roof duplexes and the resulting triangle zones . 

The aim of this paper is to present a general outline of the tectonic development, structural geometry and sedimentary infill of the 

Albanian tectonic zones 
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INTRUDUCTION 

          The opening of Albania to western oil companies has stimulated collection of new data and comparisons with adjacent areas 

Italy, Greece and former Yugoslavia. 

From geological point of view Albania shows a typical foreland fold 

and thrust belt system. It is part of the Alpine- Mediterranean 

orogenic belt (the Helenide-Dinaride mountain chain), and where are 

divided in different  tectonic  zones .  

The geological study and new deep seismic profiles show thrusting 

and overthrusting of all tectonic zones, partly covering each other. 

The Shkoder-Peje, Vlore-Elbasani and North-Corfu lineaments 

shou ld be interpreted as important transform fault zones that 

influenced the regional tectonic evolution during Mesozoic and later 

on. (L.Nikolla, V.Kovacic 2002).  

The most important part s of area are External Albanides , where several oil and gas field have been discov ered.    

STRUCTURAL SETTING  

           Albania forms part of the Dinaric-Albanic -Helenic arc of the Alpine orogeny, the formation of which took mainly place in the 

tertiary, giving the country its mountainous relief.  


