
GEOLOGICAL OVERVIEW  

I. REGIONAL STRUCTURAL SETTING  

The rela tive movements of the Adria tic o-Apulian sub p la te, in between, the Euro Asia tic and 
Afric an p la tes during the period of time from Mesozoic to Tertia ry, ma inly c ontrolled tec tonic 
evolution of the Albanides.   

During the Jurassic and 
most of the Cretac eous 
the Adria tic -Apulia sub-
p la te moved in the east 
and northeast d irec tion, 
rela tive to Euro Asia . At 
this time it was ma inly 
a ffec ted by the 
extensiona l tec tonic s, 
thus forming a series of 
parallel ridges and 
furrows. Owing to the 
d ifferent depositiona l 
environments, these 
a ltera tions of horst and 
graben struc tures formed 
a series of tec tonic zones 
with a lterna ting deep 
and sha llow marine 
lithofac ies. As result of a 
further Adria tic -Apulia 
sub p la te movement 
towards SE during the 
La te Cretac eous, the 
tec tonic style c hanged 
from extensional to 
compression.   

During the Neogene s 
the northwards 
movement of the Afric an 

Pla te, enhanc ed c ompression, lead ing to a la rge sc a le fold ing and thrusting in the SW 
direction in Albania and NW of Greece.     

Fig.2 Regional Setting of Albania  

The above mentioned c ompression tec tonic s, with over thrusting towards SW, formed the 
southern b ranc h of the Med iterranean Alp ine thrust belt, whic h c omprises a c ontinuous 
mounta in  range  from Dinarides in the North, in former Yugoslavia , to the Albanides, in 
Albania, and the Hellenides in North West of Greece.   

The thrust zone c omplex of the Albanides c omprises two ma jor units: the Interna l Albanides in 
the eastern part of Albania and the External Albanides in the western part of Albania    

The Internal Albanides are c harac terized by a developed magmatism and by the intensive 
tectonics which has led to the over thrust and tectonic napes.   


