GEOLOGICAL OVERVIEW

l. REGIONAL STRUCTURAL SETTING

The relative movements of the Adriatico-Apulian sub plate, in between, the Euro Asiatic and
African platesduring the period of time from Mesozoic to Tertiary, mainly controlled tectonic
evolution of the Albanides.

During the Jurassic and
most of the Cretaceous
the Adriatic-Apulia sub-
plate moved in the east
and northeast direction,
relative to Euro Asia. At
this time it was mainly

affected by the
extensional tectonics,
thus forming a series of
parallel ridges and
furrows. Owing to the
different depostional
environments, these

alterations of horst and
graben sructures formed
a series of tectonic zones
with alternating deep
and shallow marine
lithofacies. As result of a
further Adriatic-Apulia
sub plate movement
towards SE during the
Late Cretaceous, the
tectonic style changed
from extensional to
compression.

During the Neogene's

the northwards

movement of the African
Plate, enhanced compression, leading to a large scale folding and thrusting in the SW
direction in Albania and NW of Greece.

Fig.2 Regional Setting of Albania

The above mentioned compression tectonics, with over thrusting towards SW, formed the
southermn branch of the Mediterranean Alpine thrust belt, which comprises a continuous
mountain range from Dinarides in the North, in former Yugodavia, to the Albanides, in
Albania, and the Hellenides in North West of Greece.

The thrust zone complex of the Albanidescomprisestwo major units: the Internal Albanidesin
the eastern part of Albania and the External Albanides in the western part of Albania

The Internal Albanides are characterized by a developed magmatism and by the intensive
tectonics which has led to the over thrust and tectonic napes.



